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HRD to relieve IIT director, asks names for replacement 

Prakash Kumar NEW DELHI: June 6, 2015, DHNS 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/481885/hrd-relieve-iit-director-asks.html 

The Human Resource Development Ministry has asked chairman of the Indian Institute Technology-

Delhi Vijay Bhatkar to suggest names for appointing acting director of the institute by Monday, in a clear 

indication that R K Shevgaonkar would soon be relieved of his duties as the director. 
 

The HRD Ministry wrote to Bhatkar on Friday, asking him to suggest names for an acting director as IIT-

Delhi’s deputy director has gone abroad for the next couple of months. The senior most dean of the institute is 

also abroad, IIT sources told Deccan Herald. 

 

The ministry has agreed to relieve Shevgaonkar from his duties almost six months after he resigned from the 

post midway in his term, amid reports that he was humiliated by the HRD Minister Smriti Irani for not clearing 

the arrears of Subramanian  Swamy, a former faculty member and now a BJP leader. 

 

As the ministry did not take any decision on his resignation, Shevgaonkar sent a reminder to the HRD Ministry 

in April, requesting that he may be relieved from the date of his reminder letter so that he could join IIT-

Bombay as a teacher. He had also urged the ministry to treat his reminder letter as three months’ notice period.  

 

According to sources, the Ministry will send its recommendation to President Pranab Mukherkee for relieving 

the IIT director once it receives names from the institute's chairman for handing over Shevgaonkar's charge to 

an acting director. 

 

Sources said Higher Education Secretary Satyanarayan Mohanty has recommended that he should be relieved of 

his duties, sources said. 

 

Shevgaonkar's resignation sparked a major controversy in political and academic circles. Opposition leaders 

made an issue out of the episode during the Budget Session of Parliament and used it to accuse the HRD 

Minister of interfering with the autonomy of premier technical institutes and central universities. 

 

Speaking on Shevgaonkar's resignation episode, nuclear scientist and former chairperson of IIT-Bombay Anil 

Kakodkar recently told a news channel that IIT-Delhi director was a respected academic whose self-respect was 

"severely hurt" and that he should be allowed to exit honourably. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/481885/hrd-relieve-iit-director-asks.html
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IIT-Guwahati convocation Monday  
Submitted by AT News on Sat, 06/06/2015 - 13:04 

http://www.assamtimes.org/node/13849 

Guwahati IIT is gearing up for the 17th convocation ceremony slated for Monday. 

IIT-G officials told Assam Times that the event is being organized at the Dr Bhupen Hazarika auditorium where 

Union Minister of Human Resource Development Smriti Irani will attend as the chief guest. 

The Chairman of Board of Governors, IIT Guwahati, Dr Rajendra Pratap Singh, will also be present at the 

convocation. 

Altogether 1117 students – 578 Bachelor of Technology (BTech) and Bachelor of Design (BDes), 24 Master of 

Arts (MA), 124 Master of Science (MSc), 267 Master of Technology (MTech) and Master of Design (MDes) 

and 124 Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) – will receive their degrees at the convocation. 

http://www.assamtimes.org/user/788
http://www.assamtimes.org/node/13849
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/1694
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/1651
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/1841
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/2020
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/1694
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/16
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/12
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/16
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/12
http://www.assamtimes.org/taxonomy/term/1694
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IIT-P to raise Bihta campus as solar energy hub  

Hindustan Times (Patna) 

New institute director Pushpak Bhattacharyya promises free power to villages 

near its new Bihta campus under CSR programme 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Patna ( IIT- P) has come up with an idea that promises the likelihood of the 

premier institution’s ‘seamless merger’ with its surroundings.  

Under its corporate social responsibility ( CSR) programme, the institute proposes to develop its upcoming 

campus at Bihta, 25 km west of Patna, as a hub for tapping solar energy and distributing it to villages adjacent 

to its campus.  

The premier engineering institute, which will shift to its muchawaited Bihta campus by July 15, also promises 

to give impetus to research in food processing and agricultural science.  

The idea behind this exercise is to generate high quality, nonobtrusive fertilisers and boost productivity by 

taking advantage of its strategic location in the Gangetic plains.  

All this came out during an exclusive interview given to HT by Prof Pushpak Bhattacharyya, who joined as IIT-

P director on June 3.  

Bhattacharyya said, “We will assess how much solar energy we can tap through our solar panels and our 

internal demand for street lighting, water heating, etc. Whatever energy remains will be used to light up the 

surrounding areas outside our campus.”  

He further said, “We also have an educational outreach programme in which our students and faculty members 

will reach out to the adjoining villages and preach computer literacy to children”.  

The idea behind this exercise would be to create among the kids awareness about using social media sites like 

Facebook, Linkedin and Google for increasing one’s knowledge.  

“Besides, we will also interact with neighbouring states like Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal and try to address 

some of their issues. Our idea is to give back to the society what we earn from it”, Bhattacharyya told HT.  

Bhattacharyya is an alumnus of IIT-Kharagpur (B Tech degree), IIT-Kanpur (M Tech) and IIT Bombay (Ph.D). 

He was professor of computer science and engineering at IIT-Bombay before coming here.  

The IIT-P director also has ideas on how to rid Patna of its traffic woes.  

“Like the IIT-Bombay, which the Maharashtra government consults for constructing bridges and flyovers, we 

are open to doing traffic modelling and applying our scientific and mathematical techniques to rid the state 

capital of its traffic  

snarl-ups,” he added.  
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IIT-Madras team aims to reduce leukemia treatment's side 

effects 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/health/diseases-conditions/iit-madras-team-aims-to-reduce-leukemia-treatments-

side-effects_1608933.html 

New Delhi: A team of researchers at the Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M) have devised a 

technique that uses a new class of molecules called immunotoxins that specifically target cancer cells and help 

reduce the side effects leukemia patients have to endure during their treatment. 

Rama S. Verma, professor of stem cell and molecular biology at IIT-M's department of biotechnology, said that 

immonotoxins are a group of molecules which target the specific cancer depending upon the receptors present 

on or over-expressed on the cancer cell. 

"We know the ligands (ions or neutral molecules bonding to a central metal atom or ion) for that particular 

receptor and the ligands of that particular receptor are tied with the toxin molecule (which could be of plant or 

bacterial origin)...We also made several molecules to understand the biology and how they target the 

cancer...and they work very nicely," Varma told IANS. 

Leukemia affects the bone marrow, which, being a site of blood cell production, results in a large number of 

abnormal white blood cells entering the bloodstream. 

Most cancer patients have to undergo either chemotherapy or radiation therapy, both of which lead to side 

effects like hair loss, tiredness, bruising and skin-related problems. 

However, Varma, who became an independent researcher at IIT-M nearly 11 years ago, felt that when these 

plant and bacterial origins are injected in humans they are capable of producing some immune response leading 

to side effects. 

"So, why not search about something which cannot elicit any immunogenicity (the property enabling a 

substance to provoke an immune response)...We found out there is a process known as apoptosis - which is a 

programmed cell death. There were a few death fragmentation factors involved which are of immune origin, so 

why not we tag these death fragmentation factors into those ligands and try to see (what happens). That's how 

we ended up developing this molecule which will not be able to elicit any immunogenicity when we inject it in 

humans." 

The team, whose research is basically targeted at basic pediatric and adult leukemia, said that owing to its side-

effects not a single immunotoxin was present in the market. 

"...But they are in the last stage of clinical studies. So, probably in a couple of years a few molecules will come 

as therapeutic molecules in treating cancer patients," Varma said. 

"They were not around for a long time because there was a lot of drawbacks. There was a lot of pain and side-

effects. But what we are trying to construct will probably not have any side effects. So I am doing clinical 

studies in terms of patient samples and then we have to do stability tests on mice and after that I am looking for 

somebody who can sponsor my work so that i can go ahead and do some clinical studies." 

Despite worries about funding, Varma hopes to undertake clinical trials within two to three years. 

http://zeenews.india.com/news/health/diseases-conditions/iit-madras-team-aims-to-reduce-leukemia-treatments-side-effects_1608933.html
http://zeenews.india.com/news/health/diseases-conditions/iit-madras-team-aims-to-reduce-leukemia-treatments-side-effects_1608933.html
http://zeenews.india.com/tags/indian-institute-of-technology-madras.html
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"I have got most of the funding from the department of science and technology because the clinical trials are 

very expensive. I would look forward to some investor or some company who can sponsor my research or we 

can work together," Varma said. 

972 students get degrees in IIT-K convocation 

TNN | Jun 8, 2015, 02.12 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/972-students-get-degrees-in-IIT-K-

convocation/articleshow/47579016.cms 

KANPUR: The eagerly awaited moment for IIT-K students arrived on Sunday when their names were called for receiving 

degrees on the dais. The occasion was the 48th convocation ceremony of the institute, which was held in two parts.  

 

The postgraduate students were given degrees in the morning session. The graduating students had a joyous time in the 

afternoon session when they received degrees.  

 

National University of Singapore president Tan Chorh Chuan was the chief guest in the morning session. In the afternoon 

session, chairman and MD, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL), B Prasada Rao was the chief guest.  

 

The degrees were given by IIT-K director Indranil Manna and chairman of Board of Governors of the institute M 

Anandkrishnan. The first and the last to receive the degrees were PhD and BTech students respectively.  

 

The students were praised and motivated by the IIT-K authorities and the chief guests. For the students, it was like a 

dream come true of having graduated and post-graduated from a prestigious engineering institute in the country.  

 

Karan Singh of computer science and engineering student and Sarthak Chandra, a physics student received President's 

Gold Medal and Director's Gold Medal respectively. As soon as the two were given the medals, the entire hall burst into 

applause and cheers. It was also a proud moment for these two students.  

 

Pratik Pradyot Rath, a graduating student of physics was awarded Ratan Swarup Memorial Prize. In the morning session, 

Abdul Sayeed Khan received Cadence Gold Medal for the best MTech thesis. He also received three other medals.  

 

In all, 972 students were awarded degrees, including those in absentia. More than 10% recipient of degrees were 

absent. The parents and close relatives of the students were present on the occasion to make it a more joyous show. 

Soon after the conclusion of the convocation programme, the students threw head gear in the air and celebrated their 

success.  

 

IIT-K administration also gave honorary degree (Honoris Causa) to chairman, Board of Governors, IIT-Madras, Pawan 

Kumar Goenka, an alumnus of IIT-Kanpur, who is at present executive director, Mahindra and Mahindra Limited. IIT-K 

administration also felicitated Tan Chorh Chuan and B Prasada Rao.  

 

In his convocation address, Rao said that deer does not enter the mouth of the lion that is merely sitting and waiting for 

it to come. Dreams that seem impossible can be realised with determination and persistent efforts, notwithstanding 

odds.  

 

Rao shed light on 'Make In India' initiative of Modi government. He told students that Make In India campaign has the 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/972-students-get-degrees-in-IIT-K-convocation/articleshow/47579016.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/972-students-get-degrees-in-IIT-K-convocation/articleshow/47579016.cms
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capability to make country one of the world's manufacturing hubs for many global companies.  

 

He said, today manufacturing sector employs 30% of the non-agricultural workforce in India. Even though agriculture 

supports 58% of the working population, it contributes only 18% to the country's GDP.  

 

The chief guest of the morning session, Tan Chorh Chuan told students three useful thoughts for going ahead in life. The 

first was constructive dissatisfaction through which negative energies can be converted into positive ones, second was 

doing good and the third was being rooted.  

 

Before the conclusion of the ceremony, Manna read the progress report and mentioned about various technological 

projects taken up by the institute. He highlighted the new projects that have been taken up by IIT and also those in the 

pipeline. He mentioned that 136 students have completed PhD in the ongoing academic session which is a record in the 

institute. 
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The Highest-Paid Public University Presidents 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2015/06/07/the-highest-paid-public-university-presidents-3/ 

According to a report just released by The Chronicle of Higher Education, the nation’s three highest-earning 

public college presidents are no longer in their posts. Often university presidents reap the greatest rewards when 

they leave their jobs because they receive severance, deferred compensation or other rewards. The top earner: 

Rodney A. Erickson, president of Pennsylvania State University from November 2011 to May 2014. His total 

compensation of $1,494,603 included the $586,000 balance of a university-sponsored life-insurance plan that 

the school had terminated. 

The second-highest-earner, R. Bowen Loftin, who had the top job at Texas A&M University at College Station 

from February 2010 to January 2014, raked in a severance package of $850,000, which went a long way toward 

boosting his total compensation to $1,128,957. Some schools opt to pay big exit packages in exchange for 

agreements by departing presidents that they will not bring any future legal claims. 

In third place, Joseph A. Alutto was interim president of Ohio State University for just under a year, from July 

2013 to June 2014. His compensation: $996,169. That included a generous bonus of $361,507. He stepped in 

after the sudden departure of 2013’s highest-paid public university president, E. Gordon Gee, who took home 

more than $5 million when he left OSU, including a large severance award. Gee, widely regarded as a masterful 

fundraiser, departed suddenly after a series of malapropisms, including one criticizing Catholic leaders at Notre 

Dame. He is now president of West Virginia University, 

Penn State’s Erickson garnered both major kudos and heated controversy along with his big payday. A 37-year 

veteran of the university, he delayed his own retirement and took charge when Penn State was reeling from the 

explosive Jerry Sandusky sex abuse scandal. Erickson’s predecessor, Graham Spanier, still faces a criminal 

indictment for charges ranging from child endangerment to perjury and conspiring to cover up Sandusky’s 

crimes. (Spanier has denied the charges and filed a defamation suit against former FBI director Louis Freeh, 

who issued a damning report on the scandal.) Erickson steered Penn State through very rocky terrain, including 

the Freeh report and stiff, controversial sanctions on the school’s football program. Erickson’s replacement is 

former Florida state president Eric Barron. 

The Chronicle also notes that Spanier, along with 42 other former college presidents, is still receiving 

compensation from his former employer. According to the Chronicle, he earned more than any public university 

president–nearly $2.3 million–last year. A Penn State spokeswoman says he has been on administrative leave 

since November 2012 and that his employment agreement entitled him to one year’s sabbatical and five years at 

a $600,000 salary as a tenured faculty member. He is also receiving a payout from the life insurance program 

divestiture. 

According to the Chronicle, the typical college president earned $428,000 last year, nearly 3.8 times more than 

the average full-time professor and 7% more than the median for college presidents in fiscal 2013. Adjuncts, 

who make up an increasingly large share of university teaching staff (47% in 2013 according to the American 

Association of University Professors, while grad students comprise 12% of the teaching staff) make a fraction 

of what full-time professors earn and peanuts compared to university presidents. Adjuncts bring home as little 

as $900-$5,000 per course, according to John Barshaw, a senior researcher at the American Association of 

University Professors. 

A year ago a report by the Institute for Policy Studies, a left-leaning Washington, DC think tank, showed that 

the 25 public universities with the highest-paid presidents had the fastest-growing levels of student debt and the 

most rapidly expanding adjunct faculties. The report looked at the period between 2005 and 2012. Says the 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2015/06/07/the-highest-paid-public-university-presidents-3/
http://www.chronicle.com/compensation
http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/05/outgoing_penn_state_president.html
http://freehreport.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/1-Complaint-in-Spanier-v.-Freeh-and-Penn-State.pdf
http://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/files/2015salarysurvey/Fig4.pdf
http://www.aaup.org/sites/default/files/files/2015salarysurvey/Fig4.pdf
http://www.ips-dc.org/one_percent_universities/
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report: “Administrative spending outstripped scholarship spending by more than two to one at state schools with 

the highest-paid presidents.” 

While universities maintain that presidents’ compensation is a minimal share of overall university budgets, 

there is increasing protest in some quarters about bloated presidential pay. The Illinois State Democratic Caucus 

issues a report in May that criticized the cash bonuses, country club memberships and housing and vehicles that 

many college presidents receive on top of generous base salaries. The Chronicle report documents some of 

these perks, like the university-owned house University of Illinois at Chicago president Paula Allen-Meares 

enjoyed and the $450,000 in deferred compensation she got when she left her post in January 2015. 

Of 200 contenders for post of Mumbai University V-C, search 

panel shortlists 21 

Maharashtra Governor C Vidyasagar Rao on March 27 appointed a three-member 

committee for selecting the VC of Mumbai University.  

http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/of-200-contenders-for-post-of-mumbai-university-v-c-search-

panel-shortlists-21/ 

The search panel tasked with finding the next vice-chancellor of Mumbai University has shortlisted 21 

candidates from the over 200 applications received for the post. The panel will interview the shortlisted 

candidates on June 19. 

According to sources, about 10 candidates are associated with Mumbai University in various capacities. 

A senior official said the name of the new vice-chancellor is likely to be announced by the end of June, just 

before the end of the tenure of current V-C Rajan Welukar. 

The shorlisted candidates have all been informed and the interview will be conducted at the National 

Environmental and Engineering Research Institute (NEERI) office in Worli. 

Welukar’s five-year term ends on July 6. His tenure has been marked by a series of controversies and 

litigations. Former pro-vice chancellor A D Sawant and social activist Nitin Deshpande had filed a PIL against 

Welukar’s appointment on the grounds that he was not eligible for the post. 

Taking a lesson from the controversy over Welukar’s appointment, the state government had then assured to 

have a transparent process of selection. 

Maharashtra Governor C Vidyasagar Rao on March 27 appointed a three-member committee for selecting the 

VC of Mumbai University. 

The committee includes former Supreme Court judge Justice B N Srikrishna as chairman of the search 

committee, Additional Chief Secretary (Home) KP Bakshi as the state government’s nominee, Satish Wate, 

director, National Environmental and Engineering Research Institute, Nagpur as the representative of 

management and academic council of the university. 

In 2010, the then search committee responsible for the appointment of the vice-chancellor received around 98 

applications. Of these, 20 were shortlisted for interviews after screening. After the interviews, five names were 

recommended to the Chancellor and Welukar was selected as Vice-Chancellor. 

http://www.illinoissenatedemocrats.com/images/PDFS/2015/Illinois_Higher_Ed_Comp_Report_Final.pdf
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/of-200-contenders-for-post-of-mumbai-university-v-c-search-panel-shortlists-21/
http://indianexpress.com/article/cities/mumbai/of-200-contenders-for-post-of-mumbai-university-v-c-search-panel-shortlists-21/
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This year, sources claim the total aspirants have gone beyond 200, with several college principals and 

professors from the city in the fray. 

“Of the total 21 candidates shortlisted for interview, total 5-6 names will be shortlisted for the final round. 

These candidates will be giving presentations to the search panel, following which name of one final candidate 

will be announced,” said an official refusing to divulge more information and names of the shortlisted 

candidates. 

According to sources the list of names of the shorlisted candidate includes Dr. Devanand Shinde from 

Aurangabad university, Nitin Karmalkar from University of Pune, Dr Suhas Pednekar, Principal of Ruia 

College, Dr Sanjay Deshmukh from Mumbai University,Dr Abhay Pethe of the university’s Department of 

Economics, and Dr K V Kale from Aurangabad University. 

The nodal officer of the search committee, Madhu Madan, however, remained unavailable for comment. 

 

 

 

 

 


